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greatér part o i:e disiance Was ViTy 1aid
than six inches thick. - The river was obstructed - by
it for three weks, and the committee are assured by
gen.tle._men, whose observation and experience €ntitle
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their judgment to the greatest respeet, that had not a
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some distance below the Fort, would have been:still
closed, notwithstanding the great change in the weas
ther, which has for about two weeks Jast past assum
ed a very mild character. ot
- In the twenty one days; ofthe severe weather, and
when the ice entirely prevented any vessel navigating
that river except through the track made by the Re-
lief, six Ships, thirty three Brigs, seventy six Schoon-
ers and Sloops, and nineteen Oyster Boats;in all one
hundred - and thirty five vessels arrived or de-
parted from ‘the Port of-Baltimore in perfect. safetys;
| See Appendix G.] many of which without the as-
sistance of the Relief, would necessarily have had to
anchor in the bay, or put back to sea,—pethaps to
encounter astorm, or the breaking up of theice in
the river, and.be thereby injured or foundered: but
if so. fortunate .as to escape from these dangers;
still must have been detained with great loss of time
and money, as well as inconvenience and distress”to
the seamen on board, who would for all that time have

been kent from their homes and families and ‘exposed
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io'ihe miost intense cold.—A large number of those

that left the port,laden with goods, the products’ of
our own soil, for foreign shores, may have been ena~
bled to avail themselves of a profitable market; which
a delay of three weeks would very likely have pre-
vented, and the goods forming their cargoes, would
have remained in the warehouse of the commission
merchant, to the loss of the owners and the detrimeni
of the commercial and agricultural interests. of the
State. . S

Ai the committee remarked beforey it must ‘be
manifest to all, that the prosperity of the whole State,
would be advanced by keeping the harbour of Balti-




